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Abstract

This research examines the wvalidity and reliability of aggregating
individuals' perceptions of organizational (college and
university) characteristics to more macro units of analysis. The
results suggest that commonly employed aggregation practices may
lead to spurious conclusions. In addition, they suggest that the
reliability and validity of previous studies in higher education
that draw conclusions based on aggregated perceptual data may be
seriously flawed.
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The Reliability and Validity of Organizational Climates

Introduction

The use of perceptual data to assess organizational conditions and
practices in higher education is commonplace. Instruments such as
the Institutional Goals Inventory (Educational Testing Service),
Institutional Functioning Inventory (ETS), and the Higher
Education Management Institute's Needs Assessment Survey--all of
which assess individuals' perceptions of various institutional
characteristics--have been used by hundreds of institutions for
purpcses of self-study. planning. evaluation. and policymaking.
This type of data is also frequently used by researchers to
investigate the relationship between various organizational
chararacteristics and practices in colleges and universities.

More often than not. individuals' perceptions of an organization's
characteristics are aggregated to more macro units of analysis--
for example, to the department or institution level. The utility
of the resulting index (the mean) rests on the assumption that it
reflects how each member of the group generally perceives, imputes
meaning., and responds to the environment. However, previous
research indicates that this assumption is generally unwarranted.

Unfortunately. very little research has been done on the
appropriateness of aggregating individuals' perceptions of
organizational characteristics in colleges and universities.
Failure to address this issue may account for many of the faulty
policy~decisions and inconclusive recearch studies that are
documented in the literature. This paper reports the results of a
study concerned with assessing the reliability and validity of
aggregating individuals' perceptions of organizational
characterisitics in colleges and universities.

Theoretical Background

The literature in psychology refers to individuals' perceptions of
organizational characteristics as "psychological climates" (Joyce
and Slccum., 1979; Weick., 1979; James and Jones, 1974; Jones and
James, 1979; Schneider. 1975, 1981; Gavin and Howe, 1975; Payne.
Fineman, and Wall, 1976; Woodman and King, 1978). It is generally
assumed that psychological climates are influenced by individuals'
experiences, biases, preferences--that is, they are viewed as
subjective and psychological in nature. Such perceptions are
useful because they help us understand the influence of the
organizational environment on individual performance and
satisfaction.

When psvychological climate data are aggregated the resulting
measures are referred to as "organizational climates" (Drexler,
1977; Joyce and Slocum. 1979; Gavin, 1975; Gavin and Kelley. 1978;
Howe, 1977; Jones and James, 1979; Newman, 1975)., The utility of
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organizational climates rests on the assumption that they reflect
how each member of the group generally perceives, imputes meaning.
and responds to the environment. However, a body of research that
has evolved during the last fifteen vears indicates that when
aggregate indices are based on existing groups, both the
reliability and the validity of the resulting index are suspect.

Current thinking in climate research suggests that the unit of
theory for climate, including organizational climate. is the
individual. This thinking is based on the view that climate
involves a set of macro perceptions that reflect how environments
are cognitively represented in terms of their psychological
meaning and significance to the individual. However, as noted by
James (1982), characterizing the "unit of theory" for climate as
the individual does not imply that climate percepticns cannot be
aggregated and used to describe organizations (or grougs,
divisions., departments. etc.).

There are. however. criteria to be met before aggregating scores
on a variable for which the "unit of theory" is the individual.
These criteria include (Joyce and Slocum, 1984, p.722}): (1) dis-
crimination, or demonstra>le differences between the mean climate
perceptions of different groups (Dyrexler, 1977; Howe., 1977;
Newman, 1975}); (2) predictable relationships to organizational or
individual performance (Pritchard and Karasick, 1973); and

{3) internal consistency, or agreement of perceptions within
groups (Howe, 1977).

Most of the research that has been done on the reliability and
validity of aggregating individual perceptual data to more macro
units of analysis has focused on business and military organiza-
tions (Drexler., 1977; James and Sells, 1981; Jones and James,
1979; Joyce and Slocum, 1979; Payne and Pugh, 1976; Powell and
Butterfield, 1978). Review of these studies provides little
support for the validity of aggregating individuals' perceptions
of organizational characteristics. Estimates of perceptual
aggreement (based on intraclass correlation coefficients) ranged
between .00 and .50, with a median of approximately .12 (Hater.
1977; James and Sells, 1981;: Jones and James, 1979},

Little if any research has been done on the reliability and
validity of organizational climates in bhigher education. A search
of the Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC) database
produced only three articles since 1966 that dealt with the
validity of organizational climates in education. A search of
Dialog's "Psychinfo" database--which includes descriptions of all
published articles in psychology since 1967--produced a similiar
number. Even the technical manuals for instruments freguently
used to assess perceptions of college and university conditions--
the Institutional Functioning Inventory (Educational Testing
Service), the Institutional Goals Inventory (Educational Testing
Sarvice), and the Higher Education Management Institute's Needs
Assessment Survey--make no mention of the reliability or validity
of aggregate climate data, even though aggregate statistics form
the basis for their ‘feedback reports.
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Reliahbility and the Intraclass Correlation

Reliability may be defined as the ratio of true score variance to
total score variance {Winer, 1971):

pr

L T J-—-—- = -3

o= IT/rz L g (1)
f-/_& /‘7

where Y7 equals true score variance, and J % equals error score

variance. 1In terms of this definition of reliability, it is

easily shown that the intraclass correlation provides a measure of

the reliability of measurements (Winer, 1971; Bartko, 1966: 1976;
Ebel, 1967).

Derived in terms of a single factor analysis of variance model
with repeated measures (Winer, 1971), the formula for the
intraclass correlation coefficient for k raters is

ICC({k) = MSp.people - MSy.people (2)
Msb.p90ple

where, K = number of raters
MSp,people = mean square between people
MSw.people = mean square within people

Negative coefficients are defined as zero. The reliability of a
single measurement is given by

ICC(1) = MSb,people - MSy.people {3)
MSb,people + {(k-1) MSy people

ICC({1) is most directly interpreted as the average correlation
between any two judges ratings. It is easily shown that the
magnitude of ICC(1) is a function of intra-class rater agreement.

IcC(k) can be estimated from ICC(1l) by application of the
Spearman-Brown prophecy formula:

ICC(k) = K*ICC(1) (4)
1 + (k=1)*ICC(1)

ICC(k) reflects the correlation between the average ratings of two
randomly selected groups of judges. However, James (1982)
demonstrates that ICC(k) is not a measure of perceptual agreement.
Using the Spearman-Brown prophecy formula, Jales demonstrates

that a trivial ICC(1) may lead to a very large ICC({k).




In typical rater reliability studies, a random sample of n targets
is rated independently by k judges. Three cases of this kind can
be defined (Shrout and Fleiss, 1979, p. 420):

1. Each target is rated by a different set of k judges,
randomly selected from a larger population of judges.

2. A random sample of k judges is selected from a larger
population, and each judge rates each target, that is,
each judge rates n targets altogether.

3. Each target is rated by each of the same k judges, who
are the only judges of interest,

The case 1 model is illustrated below:

Tardget Ratings
1 2 3 3 4
2 4 557809
3 34056
n k

The case 1 model reflects a situation where the ratings are
incomplete, and the sources of ratings are unknown. Different
groups of judges rates associated with with their class.
Qualitative differences among targets are irrelevant in this
model., However, it is generally presumed that all targets are
being rated on the same dimension. In this situation, ICC{1)
provides us with a measure of average within-class agreement.

Estimating reliability in case 1 situation presents a special
problem. The formula requires a value of k, the number of ratings
of each target. However, case 1 allows for a different number of
raters for each target. Snedecor (1946), and Ebel (1967} suggest
that we can obtain an average k which provides a consistent
estimate of ICC(1) with the following formula:

ko = 1 [ £k ~8K2 (4)
n-1 k

The case 2 model is illustrated below:

Target Ratindgs
1 123 ...k
2 123 .,..k
3 123 ...k
n 123 ...k

The case 2 model applies when a random sample of raters is
selected from a larger population, and each rater rates all n
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targets of interest on a single dimension. In this instance,
ICC{1l) provides a measure of perceptual agreement bhetween raters
on all targets. The case 3 model differs from the case 2 model
only in so far that the Kk raters represent the only raters of
interest, rather than a random selection.

In all three models, a high ICC{1) follows from high intra-class
perceptual agreement. The difference between inter-class and
intra-class agreement is illustrated below for a case 1 situation.
In this example, the ratings and mean rating of two schools on a
single dimension (e.g., morale) are jidentical.

Item #1 Ratings Mean

School 1 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 3.0
School 2 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 3.0

In this example ICC{1) equals zero because intra-school agreement
is zero. 1In terms of the model specified in equation 3, we
obtain:

ICC(1) = MSh,people - MSy.people
MSh, people + (k-1) MSy, people
= cC - 2.5 = - ,25

0 + (5-1)(2.5)
=0

Coversely, because the intra-class correlation measures within-
class agreement, raters in different schools could view their
schools in entirely opposite but consistent ways, and ICC(1) would
equal 1.00., This iIs illustrated below:

Item #1 Ratings Mean
School 1 1, 1,1, 1, 1 1.0
School 2 5, 5, 5, 6, 5 5.0

In terms of the model specified in egquation 3 we obtain,

ICC(1) = MSh.people - MSy.peobple
MSh,people + (k-1) MSy, people

= 4 -0
4 + (5-1)*0

= 1.0

The case 1 model is, used in this studv for several reasons,.

First, the study is based on the results of a survey of randomly
selected faculty., administrators, and trustees in a sample of four
year colleges. Second, most of the items in the survey measured
unigue constructs—-—such as morale, conflict, student-faculty
relations, etec. The case 2 model jis generally inappropriate in
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this instance, since we would be assessing agreement with respect
to more than one construct or dimension. Third, by adopting the
case 1 model, we obtain an index of the extent to which raters
agree about specific conditions within each of their respective
organizations, irrespective of differences between organizations.

The Nature of Organizational Climates

In their paper on the etiology of organizational climates.
Schneider and Reichers (1983) argue that there are two
methodological issues related to the measurement of climates that
are unresolved. One, concerns the aggregation problem discussed
in the introduction to this paper. The other concerns the
multidimensional nature 0of the climate construct.

The multidimensional issue centers around where one should draw
the boundaries for the climate construct. Glick (1985) suggests
that it is difficult to distinguish between the domain of
organizational climate and organizational "structural
characteristics”, such as technology, formalization,
communication, managerial function, etc. James (1982), on the
other hand, argues that the issue is not what characteristics are
included within the construct. but simply whether the
characteristics are open to interpretation.

In some ways, what constitutes the dimensions of ~rganizational
climate is incidental to the aggregation issue. That is,
irrespective of the characteristics we believe legitimately
constitute the construct, we are still confronted with the
validity of aggregating the data we collect to more macro units of
. analysis.

In other ways, however, the dimensions issue is quite important.
From our perspective, the critical question is whether structural
characteristics have the property of objective., "bedrock reality"
{Ashworth, 1985). Or. whether they are as subjective as any other
"psychological variable (James, 1982)--e.g., autonomy, equity,
influence, support, warmth."” If structural variables are just a
class of psychological variables, then the whole issue of drawing
the boundaries becomes mute.

While this study is not directly concerned with this problem, it
sheds light on the issue by virtue of the organizational
characteristics that are assessed in the work that follows.

Research Method

The analysis focuses on assessing the extent to which data
collected in a national study meet the internal consistency
criterion for aggregating perceptual data to the institution
level., The national study was based on the development and
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administration of a survey that included guestions specifically
designed to assess key dimensions of institutional performance and
effectiveness., A34ll questions asked respondents to take an
institutional, rather than an individual focus. The instrument is
shown in Appendix 1.

Most items in the survey., with the exception of those in Section

5 and 8, were constructed sO as to measure different constructs.
Section 5 ltems differ both in structure and nature from all other
items in the survey. They are intended to measure homogeneous
constructs, and are therefore more appropriately assessed using
the Case 2 model. Research examining perceptual agreement of the
items in Section 5 is reported in Krakower (1987},

The items in Section 8 were intended to measure homogeneous
constructs. However., the results of factor analysis provide
marginal support for the item-construct relationships. Hence, the
items in Section 8 are separately analyzed in this study.

The construct measured by each item is reported in Table 1.
Complete descriptions of each construct as well as other
psychometric properties of the survey instrument are reported by
Krakower and Niwa (1985).

{Table 1 about here]

Colleges selected for participation in the national study were
stratified on the basis of enrollment size (200 to 20,000
students); institutional control (public versus private); the
presence or absence of ¢graduate programs; and enrollment changes
between 1978 and 1981 {growing. stable, dec¢lining).

717 institutions were invited to participate in the study. 334
institutions agreed to participate. received, and returned
guestionnaires. Table 2 details the participant institution
characteristics according to the four selection characteristics.

{Table 2 about here]

A contact person was designated by the president of each
institution. The contact person provided the names of trustees.,
administrators, and randomly selected faculty. The survey was
sent to a random sample of trustees, faculty. and key
administrators in each institution. On average, 21 surveys were
sent to each institution--seven to trustees, seven to
administrators, and seven to faculty.

The number of respondents per instititution ranged from one to
nineteen. Ninety-three percent of the institutions had seven or
more respondents. The overall response rate was approximately
48%. 3,406 people responded to the survey--1,321 administrators
(39%), 1,158 faculty (34%), and 927 trustees (27%). The average
per institution was 4.0 administrators., 3.5 faculty. and 2.8

9

11




trustees. The overall average was 10.2 respondents per
institution.

Results

Intraclass correlations were calculated for all items in the
survey with the exception of the items in Section §., (Section §
intraclass correlations are reported elsewhere.) These are
reported for administrators, faculty. and trustees in each
institution., and for combined respondents in each institution in
Table 3.

{Table 3 about here]

By way of example, the first line in the table shows intraclass
coefficients of .07, .06, .00, and .04, for administrators.
faculty., trustees, and combined respondents in each institution.
respectively, for item 1 in Section 1. The item reads:

Major factores outside our institution that affects its

enrolliments have become more predictable over the past few
years,

The small magnitude of the coefficients in this example indicate
that, in general, there is essentially no agreement among raters
within each of the institutions included in this study with
respect to major factors affacting enrollments.

The coefficients reported in Table 3 range between .00 and ,60.
However. more than 80% of the coefficients are less than .30. The

results are consistent across administrator, faculty, and trustee
groups.

The items in sections 4, 6, and 7, on the survey dealt almost
entirely with institutional structural characteristics--e.g.,
specialization, formalization. centralization, planning,
diversity. resource allocation. etc. The intraclass correlations
for the structural items are, in general, no higher than for more
"psychologically" oriented items on the survey. The results
strongly suggest that perceptions of organizational structural

characteristics are clearly open to individual perceptual
interpretation.

Implications

The results of this research strongly argue against aggregating
individuals perceptions of organizational conditions to more macro
units of analysis. The results indicate that organizational
climate scores that are derived by averaging individuals'
perceptions of specific organizational conditions do not reflect
how individuals in an organization generally perceive., understand.
or respond to organizational conditions.
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The results suggest that employing group means to draw conclusions
about organizational conditions may lead to spurious conclusions.
It also follows that future research based on aggregated
perceptual -data must assess and demonstrate perceptual agreement
before drawing any conclusions based on such data. The results
also suggest that the reliability and validity of previous studies
in highier education that draw conclusions based on agdregated
perceptual data may he seriously flawed,
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Table 1
Constructs Measured by the Survey

Section Item Construct
1 Changes in_the institution's

external environment

Enrollment Predictability

Revenue Predictability

Competitor Predictability

Students' Tastes & Preferences
Intensity of Competition

Enrollment Competition

Supply of Students

Availabilicy of Financial Resources

Decreasing Enrollments

Consensus
Inevitability

Threat

Administrative Control
Duration

Decreasing Revenues

Consensus
Inevitability

Threat

Administrative Control
Duration

Institutional Characteristics

Specialization
Formalization

Mission

Investor Confidence
Structural Coupling
Centralization

10 Planning

11 Innovation

12 Scapegoating

13 Resistance to Change

14 ' Administrative Turnover
15 Morale

16 Slack Resources

17 Interest Groups

18 ' Administrator Credibility
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19
20
21
22

0, 11,
. 13, 14

I R e I |

A NndE W=
0 O

i, 8, 10

12, 13, 14
15, 16, 17,
22, 23, 24

3, 4, 25
5; 6; 7

18, 19, 20, 21

26, 27, 28,
29, 30, 31, 32
2, 9, 11

Reallocation Priorities
Conflict

Locus of Control
Internal Mobility

Institutional Strateqy

Diversity
Conservatism
Moderate Change
Innovation

Administration

Institutional Decision Processes

Bureaucratic Allocation
Autocratic Allocation

Collegial Allocation

Rational Allocation

Aljlocation as Organized Anarchy
rolitical Allocation

Performance and Actions of the
Ingtitution

Student Educational Satisfaction
Student Academic Development

Professional Development & Quality
of the Faculty

Student Personal Development

Faculty & Administrator Employment
Satisfaction :

System Openness & Community
Interaction

Organizational Health

_ Student Career Development
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Table 2
Number of Institutions in Study Sample
by Selection Criteria

Graduate #FTE Enrollment
Program(s}? Students Change Public Private
Yes 200-2,500 Growing 2 9
Stable 4 6
Declining 8 7
2,501-10,000 Growing 24 16
Stable 19 14
Declining 8 10
10,001-~20,000 Growing 10 3
Stable 11 4
Declining 5 1
No 200-2,500 Growing 10 51
Stable 6 53
Declining 5 20
2,501-10,000 Growing 8 7
Stable 5 6
Declining 2 0
127 207 = 334
17
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Table 3
Intraclass Correlations

AMministrators Faculty Trustees Total

Section Xtem n=1321 n=1158 =927 n=3406
1 1 07 .06 .00 .04
2 .04 .08 .03 .05

3 .00 .01 .00 .01

4 .04 .02 .10 .03

5 .12 .14 .10 .13

6 .17 .15 .14 .16

7 .22 .16 .18 .17

8 .23 .14 .22 .17

2 1 .60 .55 .38 .49
3 .19 .08 .17 .14

4 .31 .28 .34 .28

5 .14 .14 .10 .11

6 .31 .25 .28 .28

3 1 .31 .29 .29 .29
3 .14 .12 .09 .09

4 .28 .29 .17 .22

5 .00 .12 .00 .09

6 .32 : .11 .24 .13

4 1 .17 .16 .10 .14
2 .14 .11 .08 .10

3 .30 .31 .18 .26

4 .28 .29 .23 .24

5 .17 .18 .13 .14

6 .24 .23 .14 .19

7 .19 .12 .06 .11

8 .06 .06 .06 .07

9 .12 .11 .06 .08

10 .25 .22 .22 .18

11 .13 .13 .12 .10

12 .16 07 .14 .10

13 .21 .15 .16 .13

14 .35 .38 .26 .30

15 .23 .23 .20 .16

16 .23 07 .12 .12

17 .15 .06 .14 .11

18 .20 .23 .14 .14

19 .10 .16 .07 .06

20 .22 .25 .21 .17

21 .25 .12 .13 .16

22 .50 .55 .37 .45

6 1 .24 .16 .13 .18
2 .21 .12 .06 .15

3 .19 .10 .10 .10

4 .09 .13 .10 .06

5 .18 .20 .09 .13

6 .24 .28 .21 .21
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Appendix 1

An Assessment of
the Performance
of Colleges and
Universities

National Center for Higher Education Management Systems
P.O. Drawer P Boulder, CO 80302
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Dear Resporident:

This questionnaire is part of a national study of performance in colleges and univer-
sities conducted by the National Center for Higher Education Management Systems.
Several administrators, faculty department heads. and trustees at your institution are
completing this instrument. You were selected as a respondent because of the posi-
tion you hold at this school.

We are seeking your perceptions of the overall institution rather than informaticn
about one particular department or program. The responses of all individuals will
remain strictly confidential. The data will be analyzed at NCHEMS in Boulder,
Colorado. and all individual responses will be aggregated. In addition, the name of
your institution will be revealed only to individuals at your school in the feedback
reports to be provided at the conclusion of the study. You will be able to compare
your institution with other similar schools. but the other schools will be described on
the basis of their general characteristics, not by name.

The questionnaire is designed to be mailed back to NCHEMS without needing an
envelope. On the back cover is printed the address of NCHEMS, along with a sticker
identifying your institution as the return address. Just seal up the questionnaire and
drop it in the mail. We will pay the return postage. You will find three peel-off stickers
included with the questionnaire for your use in sealing up the questionnaire prior to
mailing it.

Please complete the questionnaire at your carliest convenience; if possible, we
would like it within 10 days of when you received it. Previous respondents have
averaged 20 minutes to complete the questionnaire, so despite its length, we hope
you find the questions interesting and thought-provoking. If you have questions or
comments, please feel free to contact Dr. Kim Cameron at (303) 497-0368. Thank
you in advance for your cooperation.




— SECTION 1: Changes in the Institution’s External Environment s

The following questions concern changes in conditions outside your institution over
the past few years. Please circle the number to the right of each statement that
best reflects your institution’s experiences since 1979-80.

1. Major factors outside our institution that affect its enrollments have become more
predictable over the past few years.

2. Major factors outside the institution that affect its revenues have become less
predictable over the past few years.

3. Competitive actions of other colleges and universities have become more
predictable over the past few years.

4. The tastes and preferences of students have become harder to forecast over the
past few years.

5. Competitive actions of other colleges and universities now affect this institution i
more areas (e.g., Price, programs, area served) than in the past.

6. Compelition with other colleges and universities for student enroliments has
increased over the past few years.

7. The number of potential students from whom our institution can recruit has
increased over the past few years.

8. Financial resources have become more difficult to obtain over the past few years.

——SECTION 2: Decreasing Enroliments -

This section is concerned with whether your institution has experienced decreasing
full-time equivalent enrollments during any of the academic years since 1979-80.

1. To the best of your knowledge. did full-time equivalent student enroliments
decrease from one year to the next during any of the academic years from 1979-80
to 1982-83?

If you answered "no” to the above question, please skip to Section 3 on the following
page. If you answered “yes,” please complete the remaining items in this section,

2. Please check the years in which you believe that full-time equivalent enroliments
decreased from those of the previous year.

1979-80 _ 1980-81 — 198182

Please circle the number to the right of each statement that best reflects your insti-
tution's experiences during its most recent episode of decreasing enroliments.
3. Decreasing enrollments were inevitable at that time.

4. Decreasing enrollments presented an immediate threat to the viability of this
institution.

5. Predictions of decreasing enrollments provided adequate lead time to take actions
that minimized their impact.

6. Decreasing enroliments were a short-term problem.

7. Please indicate in the space below the major factors that caused enrollments to
decrease at your institution.

11213415 —10
112131415 Y
112345 i3
?
1({2(3 14 | 5 —-13
112131415 —i3
1213415 T
1 —16
1 5 —-17
—— (1} Yes
(2) No —19
198283 323
ad/ & S
é’&'g 'g g & o‘%’

F&/ &/ LS
1121345 —24
112131415 _25
| 3 _26
1 3 5 27

—28.29
3030
3233
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e SECTION 3: Decreasing Revenues m——————

This section is concerned with whether your institution has experienced decreasing
revenues, adjusted for inflation, during any of the academic years since 1979-80.

1. To the best of your knowledge. did revenues. adjusted for inflation, decrease from
one year to the next during any of the academic years from 1979.80?

If you answered "no” to the above question. please skip to Section 4, which begins on
this page. If you answered "yes.” please complete the remnaining itemns in this section.

2. Please check the years in which you believe that revenues. adjusted for inflation.

decreased from those of the previous year.
1979.80 —_ 198081 —_—— 198182

Please circle the number to the right of each statement that best reflects your ins ti-
tution’s experiences during its most recent episode of decreasing revenues.

3. Decreasing revenues were inevitable at that time.

4. Decreasing revenues presented an immediate threat to the viability of the
institution.

5. Predictions of decreasing revenues provided adequate lead time to take actions that
minimized their impact.

6. Decreasing revenues were a short-term problemn.

7. Please indicate in the space below the major factors that caused revenues to
decrease at your institution.

(2) No

1982-83

(1) Yes

w,

SECTION 4: Institutional Characteristics

In this section, we are asking for your impressions of some general characteristics
of your institution. Please answer each item. If you are not sure, make your best

guess.

. This institution has many administrators performing specialized functions.

. Formal policies and rules govern most activities at this institution.

. This institution has a special identity. unlike any other in higher education.

. There is a general sense that this institution has a distinctive purpose to fulfill.
. The academic programs offered here reflect the mission of the institution.

. People associated with this institution share a common definition of its mission.

-~ Sy N bW -

. Those who make a personal or financial investment in this institution believe that
thev receive an ample retumn,

8. The activities of the various units in this institution are loosely coordinated or loosely
coupled.

9. Major decisions are very centralized.

10. Long-term planning is neglected.
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s nstitutional Characteristics (continued)

‘9‘:‘3:@ s&‘tg‘s@ g é’ %’b
&S/ Q/ &/

11. Innovative activity is increasing. 1/2]3(4:5 =6}
12. Top administrators are often scape goats. 1121345 —62
13. There is a lot of resistance to change in this school. 112|345 —63
14. There is a great deal of turnover in administrative positions. 1123415 —63
15. Morale is increasing among members of this institution. 112 3415 —55
16. We have no place that we could cut expenditures without severely damaging the

school. 112|345 -6
17. Special interest groups within the institution are becoming more vocal. 112131415 —57
18. Top administrators have high credibility. 1{2|3(4}5 68
19. When cutbacks occur, they are done on a prioritized basis. 112131 4|5 &5
20. Conflict is increasing within this institution. 1{2]3]4(5 %
21. Top administrators believe that factors outside the institution largely determine its

condition. 11231415 ~7
22. Top administrative positions are now held by individuals who were promoted iror

within the institution. | 1123 4 | S -7

________SECTlON 5, Type Of lnsﬁtuﬁon_—__

These questions relate to the type of organization that your institution is most like. Each of these items con-
tains four descriptions of institutions of higher education. Please distribute 100 points among the four descrip-
tions depending on how similar the description is to your school. None of the descriptions js any better than
the others; they are just different. For each question. please use all 100 points.

FOR EXAMPLE:

In question 1, if institution A seems very similar to mine, B seems somewhat similar, and C and D
do not seem similar at all. 1 might give 70 points to A and the remaining 30 points to B.

1. Institutional Characteristics (Please distribute 100 points)

Institution A is a very personal place. It is like Institution B is a very dyn=mic and entrepre-

points  an extended family. People seem to share a lot points  neyrial place. People are willing to stick their
for A of themselves. ' frB  necks out and take risks.
‘ institution C is a very formalized and struc- Institution D is very production oriented. A -
points  tured place. Bureaucratic procedures gen- points  major concern is with getting the job done. '33233
for € erally govern what people do. forD  people aren't very personally involved. 8081
2. Institutional Leader (Please distribute 100 points)
The head of institution A is generally consid- The head of institution B is generally consid-

points  ered to be a mentor, a sage, or a father or peints  ered to be an entrepreneur, an innovator, or

forA  mother figure, forB a risk taker.
The head of institution C is generaily consid- The head of institution D is generally consid-

points  ered to be a coordinator, an organizer, or an points  ered to be a producer, a technician, or a hard- 3182
administrator, forD driver. Sag9

26




— Type of Institution (continued) m———————————

3. Institutional “Glue” (Please distribute 100 points)

The glue that holds institution A together is

The glue that holds institution B together is a

poits  loyalty and tradition. Commitment to this poinls  commitment to innovation and develop-
for & schoot runs high. for®B  ment. There is an emphasis on being first.

The glue that holds institution C together is The glue that holds institution D together is the i
points  formal rules and policies. Maintaining a points  emnphasis on tasks and goal accomplishment. =333}
forC  smooth.running institution is important here ferD A production orientation is commonly shared. 3437
4. Institutional Emphases (Please distribute 100 points)

Institution A emphasizes human resources. Institution B emphasizes growth and acquir-
points  High cohesion and morale in the school are  Poinls  ing new resources. Readiness 1o meel new
for A important. fer B challenges is important.

Institution C emphasizes permanence and Institution D emphasizes competitive actions —58.9.
poinls  stability. Efficient. smooth operations are poins  and achieverment. Measurable goals are 20
for € important. forD  important. 104105
memeeess SECTION 6: Institutional Strategy s
The following section deals with the strategy your institution is pursuing. Please .
indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with each items based on your ,;.3?&8 $/& f <.~°-’:‘.'
own perceptions. o F/FE/SA0S

pereep afcsé’ /L)L
1. We are making our acadernic programs more diverse. 11213 5 —107
2. We are changing the composition of our student body. making it more diverse. 112131415 —108
3. We are increasing the investment of the college in functions that deal with external
people (admissions, developrient, government relaticns, and others). 12134 —109
4. This institution tries to insulate itself from pressures in the environment. 17213(4](5 -110
5. This institution tries new activities or policies, but not unitil after others have found
themn successful. 1({2]1314]5 -
6. This institution is likely to be the first to try new activities or policies. t12]13]|14(5 =112
7. Our top administrators educate important outsiders about the value of the institu-
tion in order to improve its legitimacy in their eyes, 1({213145 =113
_ 8, This institution tends to do more of what it does well, to expand in areas we have
expertise. 1 —114
9. This institution establishes new dornains of activity. 1{2]1314]5 —11%
10. We are increasing the quality of the individuals in top administrative positions. 1{213(4]5 ~1186
11. Top administrators emphasize finding new money, more so than saving money, for
a balanced budget. 1121345 -7
12. The top administrative team has developed multi-year stategies to achieve long-
term institutional objectives. 1({213]|4]5 T
13. The top administrative tearn receives rapid and accurate feedback about enrollment
and financial conditions. . 11213415 -9
14, The top administrative teamn provides incentives for conserving reso'irces. 1{2]13]|4]5 —120
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e [pstitutional Strategy (continued) m———————

15. Of the four actions listed below. which one is the most likely response of this institution to changes in the
outside world? (check one response)

1. Change the institution's policies and procedures
2. Change the institution’s image through communication
3. Change the kinds of students. suppliers. or donors we deal with

4. Weather any storm. making no changes —~121

16. Of the four actions listed below. which one is the least likely response of this institution to changes in the
outside world? (check one response) .
1. Change the institution’s policies and procedures
2. Change the institution’s image through communication
3. Change the kinds of students. suppliers. or donors we deal with

4. Weather any storm, making no changes

=SECTIOH 7: Institutional Decision Processes mumm———————

The following questions deal with the decision process used at the Institution for
allocating resources—whether the resources are staff positions, dollars, space, or
other valuable jtems. Please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with

&
each jtem. eg'o';' 6‘& S/ ¢°?°
ST/ S/ F/S/ES
S/ Q/ /AT
1. This institution has a standard set of procedures it uses to make resource allocation
decisions. 1123|445 —l124
2. One individual at this institution makes all resource ailocaticn decisions of any
consequence, 1[{21314(5 —125
3. People at this institution make resource allocation decisions collegially. 11213415 ~126
4. A rational process is used to make resource allocation decisions at this institution. 1({213]14:5 —127
5. No parsticular pattem characterizes the process by which resource allocation
decisions are made here. 1123145 —128
6. Resource allocation decisions are political, based on the relative power of those
involved, 1123445 ~129
7. Resource allocation is decided bureaucratically at this institution. 1({2]13714(5 —130
8. Resource allocation is decided autocratically. 112[3[4]|5 SET
9. Resource allocation is a matter for group discussion and consensus. 11213145 —-132
10. Resource allocation decisions are based on what objectively seems best for this
institution overall. - 1 5 -3
11. Resource allocation is decided by coincidence: it is a matter of organized anarchy. 112131415 —~134
12. Persuasion, negotiation, and coalition-building are examples of what determines
resource allocation. ’ 112 3(4|5 —135
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SECTION 8: Performance and Actions of the Institution m—————

The items in this section ask about the performance and actions of your institution.
If you are not sure of the item, please make your best guess.

D&/ & >
To what extent are the following characteristics typical of this institution? °<~°:;§° ‘?6‘ 5‘!3' & /B
. N A
F/ S/ E/SfE
1. One of the outstanding features of this institution is the opportunity it provides stu-
dents for personal development in addition to academic development. 11213145 -3
2. This college is highly responsive and adaptive to meeting the changing needs of its
external constituencies. : 1{z]|3(45 —138
3. This college has a very high ability to obtain financial resources in order to provide a
high quality educational program. 112[3(4]5 —139
4. When hiring new faculty members, this college can attract the leading people in the
country in their respective fields to take a job here. 112|3]4}5 ~140
5. There seemns to be a feeling that dissatisfaction is high among students at this
institution. 1213415 —1n
6. There have been relatively large numbers of students either drop out or not return :
because of dissatisfaction with their educational experiences here. 1123|145 —142
7.1 am aware of a large number of student complaints regarding their educational
experience here as registered in the campus newspaper. meetings with faculty
mermbers and administrators, or other pubiic forums. 112(3(4(5 ~143
8. There is a very high emphasis on activities outside the classroom designed specif-
ically to enhance students’ personal, non-academic development. 1{2|3]|4]|5 —144
9. There is a very high emphasis on institution.community or institution-environment
activities. 1{23]4]5 ~145
10, Students develop and mature in non-academic areas (e.g., socially, emotionally.
culturally) to a very large degree directly as a result of their experiences at this
institution. . 11213145 —~148
11. A very large number of community-oriented programs, workshops. projects, or
activities were sponsored by this institution last year. 1 I 2131415 —147

12. Think of last year's graduating class at this institution. Please rate the academic attainment or academic level
achieved by that class as a whole. (Selectone)

1) That class is among the very top classes — 35 That class is slightly below average.
in the country. .
6) That class is below average.
2) That class is well above average. C
7) That class is near the bottormn of

3) That class is slightly above average. classes across the country. s

4) That class is about average.

13. Estimate what percent of the graduates from this institution go on to obtain degrees in graduate or professional

schools.
1} From 91% to 100% of the students 5) From 31% to 45% go on.
here go on for advanced degrees. 6) From 16% to 30% go on.
—— 2} From 76% to90% go on. 7) From 0 to 15% go on to obtain
—— 3) From61% to 75% go on. advanced degrees.
o  ———4) From46% to 60% go on. : —148
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m—— Performance and Actions of the Institution (continued) s—————————

Please use the following scale in responding to the following questions

14.

15,

16, —

17.

19.

20

2.
22—

23.

24, -

25

7—Al 5 — More than half 3 — Less than half 1 — None
6 — A large majonty 4 — About haif 2 — A small minority

How many students would you say engagde in extra academic work (e.g.. reading. studying. writing)
ovet and above what is specifically assigned in the classroom.

What proportion of the students who graduated from this institution last year and  1tered the labor
market obtained employment in their major field of study?

How many students would you say attend this college to fulfill definite career or occupational goais
as opposed to attending for social, athletic. financial. or other reasons?

Of those students who obtained employment after graduating from this institution. for how many of
them was career training received at this institution important in helping them obtain their jobs?

If given the chance of taking z similar job at another school of his or her choice. how many faculty
members do you think would opt for leaving this school?

If given the chance of taking 2 similar job at another school of his or her choice. how many adminis-
trators do you think would opt for leaving this school?

Estimate how many faculty members at this institution are personally satisfied with their
employment.

Estimate how many administrators at this college are personally satisfied with their employment.

How mal:ly facuity members at this institution would you say published a book or an article in a
professional journal, or displayed a work of art in a show last year?

What proportion of the faculty members would you estimate teach at the “cutting edge” of their
field—i.e., require current journal articles as reading, revise syllabi at least yearly. discuss current
issues in the field, etc.?

How many faculty members at this college are actively engaged now in professional deveiopment
activiies—e.g., doing research, getting an advanced degree, consulting. etc.?

Colleges may be rated on the basis of their relative “drawing power” in attracting top high school
students. {n relation to other colleges with which it competes. what proportion of the top students
attend this institution rather than the competition?

This section asks you to rate your perceptions of the general day-to-day functioning of the overall institution. Please
respond by.circling the number that best represents your perceptions of each item. If you agree strongly with one
end of the scale, circle 2 number closer to that end of the scale. If you feel neutral about the item, circle a number
near the middle of the scale.

FOR EXAMPLE:

How is the weather in this town? _
warm, bright. and sunny 1 @ 34586 7 cold. wet, and dismal

How do you perceive the foilowing?

26. Student/faculty relationships

unusual closeness, lots of informal
interaction, mutual personal concern

no closeness, mostly instrumental
1234567 relations, little informal interaction

27. Equity of treatment and rewards

people treated fairly and

1 23456 7 favoritism and inequity present,

rewarded equitably- unfair treatment exists
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Performance and Actions of the Institution (continued) me——————

28. Organizational health of the college

college runs smoothly. healthy college runs poorly. unhealthy
organization. productive internal 1 234567 organization, unproductive internal
functioning functioning —163

29. General levels of trust among people here
!'ugh suspicion. fear, distrust. i 23456 7 high trust. security. openness _
insecurity — 165
30. Conflicts and friction in the college

large amount of conflict. disagree-
ments, anxiety, friction

no friction or contflicts, friendly.

1 234567 collaborztive 1%

31. Recognition and rewards received for good work from superiors

recognition received for good 1 23456 7 no rewards for good work, no one

work. rewarded for success recognizes success 67
32. The armount of information or feedback you receive

feel informed. in-the.know, feel isolated. out-of.it,

information is always available t234567 information is never available —168

e SECTION 9: Respondent Demographics 2

These items ask for some personal demographic information. This information will not be used to try to
identlfy you, rather it simply will help us In our analysis of the questionnaire data. Please answer each itern.

1. In what year were you bom?

2. In how many organizations have you worked in your professional career?
3. How many years have you held your current position?

4. Areyoumale _______orfemale _______?

5. Have you received degrees (i.e., bachelors, masters, or doctorate) in any of the foilowing fields? {please
check all that apply)

1) Business administration ——— 4 Health <are administration
—v 2) Educational administration —_5) Personnel or Industrial administration
3) Public administration — . 6) Other administration fields
6. In what field did you receive your last degree?
1) Humnanities (e.g.. literature, languages) ______ 6) Mathematics and Computer Sciences
— 2)Fine Arnts (e.g., music, sculpture) 7) Professional Fields (e.g., law,
3) Physical Sciences {e.g., physics. chemistry) engineering)
— 4) Biological Sciences (e.g.. zoology. botany) 8) Administration Fields (educational.
5) Social Sciences (e.g., sociology business)
economics) 9) Other

7. How many years have you been affiliated with this institution?

8. What is your highest academic degree?
1) Doctorate or other terminal degree
——— 2) Masters
— 3) Bachelors
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